Dallas Arboretum

2006 Snapdragon Trial

The spring Snapdragon Trial consisted of 70 different varieties including 10 different Series from 4 different companies.  The following Series were tested:

	Series
	Size
	Company

	Crown
	Semi-Dwf Variety
	Syngenta

	Montego
	Dwarf Variety
	Syngenta

	Snapshot
	Dwarf Variety
	Ball

	Liberty Classic
	Tall Variety
	Goldsmith

	Ribbon
	Tall Variety
	Goldsmith

	Madame Butterfly
	Tall and Unique Variety
	Goldsmith

	Chimes
	Dwarf Variety
	Goldsmith

	La Bella 
	Tall Variety
	Goldsmith

	Bell
	Dwarf Variety
	Goldsmith

	Experimental
	Dwarf Variety
	PanAmerican


We planted 2 reps of each variety.  The 2nd rep may not have performed as well due to shading as well as soil texture but both reps received equal amounts of water and fertilizer.
The overall difference between the tall and dwarf varieties was length of bloom, which the taller varieties overall bloomed longer.
	Average of Weeks in Bloom above 3.0
	 

	Size
	Total

	Small
	3.02

	Tall
	3.19

	Grand Total
	3.11


Bells Series

Excellent growth habit!!  A dwarf hybrid with open butterfly flowers.  Has a very compact growth habit growing 8-10” tall.  The best bloomer was Bells Purple.

Chimes Series

Very uniform bloom sequence with a traditional flower form.  Has a compact growth habit reaching heights of 10”.  

La Bella Series

This series has superior basal branching and excellent dark green foliage!! Long lasting blooms makes for a great cut flower.

Liberty Classic Series

Gorgeous uniform plant habit with dark green foliage and bushier than the Ribbon Series.  Excellent bloomer!

Ribbon Series

Excellent foliar color and good basal branching. Claims of being an early bloomer but was the last to bloom out of all the tall varieties tested.  This could be impart due to cultural and/or environmental differences.

Madame Butterfly

Excellent for cut flowers!!!   A mix of tall, double azalea flower types with florets that are larger than normal.  
Crown Series

Gorgeous Series!  This series performed excellent.  We grouped it with the tall varieties even though it’s more on the medium height size.  Only certain varieties bloomed earlier than others, for example, Crown Red, Crown Mix, and Crown Violet.  The best performer was Crown Red.

Snapshot Series

This series didn’t perform that well. It had a bushy compact growth habit but did not reach maximum height or width and the foliar color maintained a yellowish hue on most of the varieties.
Montego Series
Excellent Series!!  It has very strong basal branching growing to heights of 8-10” tall.  The best performer was Montego Sunset.

This was our best pick for each category:

	Best
	Small
	Tall

	Yellow
	Montego
	La Bella

	Pink
	Bells
	La Bella *

	Purple
	Bells
	La Bella

	White
	Chimes
	La Bella

	Rose
	Bells
	Liberty Classic

	Red
	Bells
	Crown

	Orange
	Montego
	-

	Unique
	Montego Sunset
	Madame Butterfly

	
	
	

	Overall Small
	Bells
	 

	Overall Tall
	La Bella
	 

	 
	 
	 

	
	
	

	* = the only variety tested
	


