DALLAS ARBORETUM DIANTHUS TRIALS 2005-2006

     There are two main species of Dianthus that we have trialed over the past 2 springs; Dianthus barbatus hybrids and Dianthus chinensis.  They both are short lived perennials or biennials that are used in the garden as annuals.  Dianthus barbatus grows slightly taller than D. chinensis only by 6”.  The flower heads are big, flat and dense atop thick stems. The foliage is thick and glossy.  Dianthus chinensis tends to be lighter in texture.  The foliage is thinner and more of a matte bluish green and the flowers can be either single or doubles and are no more than an inch in diameter, sometimes smaller.   Both require sun or partial shade sites with good drainage and organic rich soils.

	Species
	barbatus

	Year
	(All)

	
	

	Average of Weeks in Bloom above 3.0
	 

	Variety
	Total

	Amazon Neon Cherry
	8.00

	Amazon Rose Magic
	7.00

	Amazon Neon Duo
	6.67

	Amazon Neon Purple
	6.33

	Barbarini Mix
	5.00

	Heritage Purple
	4.50

	Barbarini Lilac
	4.00

	Barbarini Purple Bicolor Assorted
	4.00

	Barbarini Purple Picotee
	4.00

	Barbarini Red
	4.00

	Barbarini Rose
	4.00

	Heritage Crimson
	3.00

	Heritage White
	3.00

	Heritage Rose Eye
	2.67

	Barbarini Purple
	2.50

	Grand Total
	4.80


   We have found that Dianthus chinensis outperforms D. barbatus hybrids.  They bloom for a longer period of time and their overall quality is better for a longer period of time as well.  They also re-grow and bloom better after being cutback than the D. barbatus varieties.
	Species
	chinensis

	  Year
	(All)

	
	

	Average of Weeks in Bloom above 3.0
	 

	Variety
	Total

	Ideal Select Raspberry
	10.67

	Dynasty Lavender
	10.33

	Sweet Red
	10.00

	Sweet White
	10.00

	Ideal Select Violet
	9.67

	Ideal Select White Red Center
	9.67

	Ideal Select Red
	9.33

	Dynasty Purple
	9.00

	Sweet Coral
	9.00

	Sweet Purple
	9.00

	Ideal Select Rose
	8.67

	Ideal Select White  
	8.50

	Dynasty Rose Lace
	8.33

	Ideal Select Mix
	8.33

	Ideal Select Salmon
	8.33

	Dynasty White Blush
	7.75

	Dynasty Pink Magic
	7.50

	Ideal Select Whitefire
	7.50

	Telstar Mix
	7.33

	Ideal Select White
	7.00

	Dynasty Red
	6.00

	Telstar White
	5.67

	Dynasty Experimental
	5.00

	Diamond Formula Mix
	2.00

	Dynasty Orchid
	1.00

	Grand Total
	8.10

	Species
	chinensis

	Year
	(All)

	
	

	Average of Average
	 

	Variety
	Total

	Sweet White
	4.07

	Dynasty Lavender
	4.06

	Ideal Select Whitefire
	4.03

	Ideal Select Raspberry
	4.01

	Sweet Red
	3.98

	Ideal Select Rose
	3.89

	Ideal Select White
	3.88

	Dynasty Purple
	3.87

	Ideal Select White Red Center
	3.84

	Ideal Select Salmon
	3.81

	Sweet Purple
	3.81

	Ideal Select Mix
	3.76

	Ideal Select Red
	3.74

	Ideal Select White  
	3.72

	Dynasty Rose Lace
	3.71

	Dynasty White Blush
	3.69

	Sweet Coral
	3.64

	Dynasty Red
	3.63

	Dynasty Pink Magic
	3.58

	Telstar White
	3.54

	Ideal Select Violet
	3.50

	Telstar Mix
	3.45

	Dynasty Experimental
	3.37

	Diamond Formula Mix
	2.91

	Dynasty Orchid
	2.53

	Grand Total
	3.71


	Species
	barbatus

	Year
	(All)

	
	

	Average of Average
	 

	Variety
	Total

	Barbarini Mix
	3.63

	Amazon Neon Cherry
	3.62

	Amazon Neon Duo
	3.50

	Amazon Rose Magic
	3.41

	Amazon Neon Purple
	3.37

	Barbarini Purple Picotee
	3.21

	Barbarini Purple Bicolor Assorted
	3.09

	Barbarini Rose
	3.09

	Barbarini Lilac
	3.00

	Barbarini Red
	2.83

	Heritage Purple
	2.63

	Heritage White
	2.53

	Heritage Crimson
	2.46

	Barbarini Purple
	2.44

	Heritage Rose Eye
	2.37

	Grand Total
	3.05


  The best performing series for Dianthus chinensis varieties for both 2005 and 2006 is the Ideal Select Series by PanAmerican.  This series bloomed the longest and visually looked the best for the longest period.  Although Dianthus barbatus did not perform as well we still absolutely love the Amazon Series because it is so striking with its dark glossy green foliage and huge bright neon colored flowers!! 
