Dallas Arboretum

2006 Pansy Trials

Last year in November, we planted 212 varieties of Pansies and Violas.  This included 31 different Series from 9 different companies.  The following Series were tested:

	American Takii
	Kieft
	Sakata

	Gem
	Skippy 
	Dynamite

	Nature
	Promise
	Crown

	Wink
	 
	Venus

	Jewel
	Michells
	Majestic Giants II

	 
	Sun Devil
	 

	Benary
	Bolero
	Syngenta

	Fama
	Acquarelle
	Colossus

	 
	Desiderio
	Skyline

	Floranova
	Pandora
	Delta

	Magnum
	Jackpot
	 

	Springtime
	Aurora
	 

	Angel
	 
	 

	 
	PanAmerican
	 

	Goldsmith
	Matrix
	 

	Karma
	Sorbet
	 

	Mariposa
	Panola
	 

	Penny
	XXL
	 


We planted 3 reps of every variety.  Unfortunately, our first rep was voided due to a rhizoctonia breakout in one of our beds.  All of the Pansies were affected but most were able to recover.  However, we noticed that the Penny Series Viola was the most affected and did not make a recovery at all.  
Of course, like last year, the Violas made the biggest impact as far as flower coverage and length of bloom.
	Average of Weeks in Bloom above 3.0
	 

	Flower Size
	Total

	Viola
	10.86

	Medium
	10.01

	Large
	8.65

	Xlarge
	6.95

	Grand Total
	9.16


Nature Series


This series is one of our absolute favorites and also the best performer this year, as well as last year, for the medium sized flowering pansies.  It is a durable plant that grew for us almost a foot tall!  Every variety was packed full of color all season.
Gem Series


The Gem Series is an excellent over-winterer.  It survived our 2 frosts with barely any damage to the foliage or blooms.  This series also handled the 8” of rain we had earlier this year magnificently.

Jewel Series


This series is definitely weather tolerant.  It too came through the downpour with no damage.  This series had the smallest flowers out of all the violas tested and it looked like a carpet of flowers.  The colors are extremely clear which made all the marking stand out beautifully.

Fama Series

This series flowers very quickly, especially for a large flowering pansy.  This series performed very well for us.  It grew in full and was packed full of blooms.  The only problem we had with this series as well as all of the large and extra large flowered varieties of pansies was that the rain turned the flowers into tissue!  None of them are self cleaners which made dead heading an arduous process.

Magnum Series

This series is compact and an excellent bloomer.  It had some tendencies to be a little more chlorotic than other series but still performed well overall.  
Springtime Series


Excellent performer!!!  Both reps of this series grew in full and was covered with flowers.  Springtime blooms early and has exceptional weather tolerance.  
Angel Series


The Angel Series is an extremely uniform bloomer and is disease resistant.  Although it performed well I noticed that after the heavy rain we had in early spring, this was the only viola whose flowers were tattered.  None of the other violas were affected.
Karma Series

Karma was a good performer.  This series blooms early and has a compact, bushy growth habit.  

Mariposa Series


I really liked this series!!  It claims to have the largest available blooms at 2-2.5” but Colossus has the biggest flowers.  However, it was an excellent performer!!  The only color that had some problems was Mariposa Rosy Sunset.

Penny Series


Excellent performer!!! Absolutely covered in blooms all season long but it was extremely affected by rhizoctonia in one of our reps.

Skippy Series


I love this series!!  Skippy grew 10-12” tall!  Although it looks like it spreads out like a ground cover the foliage is compact on the stems giving it a very full look.  It’s covered in blooms all season!
Promise Series


This series grew in well but didn’t perform nearly as well as the other varieties.  Only one rep actually flowered heavily and it is the only series with medium sized flowers that could withstand rain without having tissue for flowers.  The best color out of this Series was Promise Beaconsfield.
Matrix Series


Matrix did not perform as well for us this year as it did last year.  It did bloom well but it did not grow as well for us (only 3-5”).
XXL Series


Excellent big flowers; same size as colossus but with a rounder shape.  The best color for this series is XXL Yellow w/ Blotch.

Panola Series


This series is an EXCELLENT performer!!  A 6-8” Pansy with a well branched and compact growth habit.

Sorbet Series

The Sorbet series has an excellent color palette and is extremely floriferous but it does not do well in warm weather.  It handled frosts well and rain but once it started getting hot the sorbet’s tinkered out.

Dynamite Series


This series grew in well but did not have a uniform growth habit.  The foliage had a tendency to be chlorotic with all of the reps.

Majestic Giants II


This series grew in well but had more chlorotic tendencies than Dynamite.  It’s a good bloomer but not as floriferous as other varieties.

Crown Series


Excellent growth habit!!  Some plants grew taller than the stated 5”.  The best color for this series is Crown White.

Venus Series


I loved this series!  It grew 8-10” tall and is a flower carpet!  The only color out of this series that didn’t perform as well was Venus Orange.  The flowers looked bigger than the other colors and it was not as floriferous or as compact.

Colossus Series


Colossus has a tight, dense, plant habit with upward facing blooms.  It is not a good self cleaner and the flowers look like tissue wads after a rain.  

Delta Series


Delta series is extremely uniform and weather tolerant.  The foliage overall had a yellowish hue to it.  The best color was Delta Premium Beaconsfield.

Skyline Series


We only trialed Skyline Copperfield so it’s hard to make an overall judgement on the entire series.  It performed excellent though.  Great growth habit and very floriferous.  

Overall, these were the series that performed the best in the following categories:

	Best
	Xlarge
	Large
	Medium
	Viola

	Yellow Blotch
	XXL
	Mariposa
	Springtime
	Penny*

	Blue Blotch
	MGII
	Karma
	-
	Skippy XL*

	Purple Blotch
	MGII
	-
	-
	-

	White Blotch
	XXL
	Mariposa
	Springtime*
	-

	Rose Blotch
	Magnum
	Delta*
	Nature*
	Gem*

	Red Blotch
	XXL
	Karma
	Nature*
	Penny 

	
	
	
	
	

	Yellow
	XXL*
	Fama
	Panola
	Angel/Penny

	Blue
	MGII*
	Mariposa
	Nature
	Penny*

	Purple
	XXL*
	Crown
	Nature
	Venus

	White
	Magnum*
	Crown
	Nature
	Gem

	Rose
	-
	-
	Nature
	-

	Red
	-
	-
	Springtime
	-

	Orange
	Magnum*
	Karma
	Nature
	Penny 

	
	
	
	
	

	Designer
	Panola
	 
	 
	 

	Unique Color
	Pandora
	 
	 
	 

	Medium Flower
	Nature
	 
	 
	 

	Large Flower
	Mariposa
	 
	 
	 

	Xlarge
	Magnum
	 
	 
	 

	Mix
	Karma
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	

	* = the only variety tested
	
	
	


