Dusty Miller
@olchesterfynite’

This shrubby perennial with luminous foliage and light pink blooms
may become one of your new favorite plants 1L

Jimmy Turner

know what you're thinking ... dusty miller? Just another ho-

hum annual. Bur et me tell you, "‘Colchester White' imnic like

any dusty miller you're familiar with. In gots 3 oo 4 feet acros
and 3 feet rall, sraits perennial.

Actually, it’s not really even that doscly related to the bed-
ding plant we commonly call dusty miller. This perenmial 15 a
member of the same genus as bachelor buttons, Cemawenea. | fell
for this plant the firse time [ saw it five years agoy, and it has been
one of the most popular plants in our tnal garden and display
beecds at the Dallas Arboretum.

[ lave Crmtanrea "Colchester White' mostly for its incredible
silvery foliage. The fine-textured mounds of almost-white leaves
are a wonderful accent 1o percnnial borders or container plane-
ings. I'he |':|.'-]|.I;E,|:' it almost luminous on bright nights, making it
a matural for all-whize gardens. In spring, 1-inch light-pink; bach-
clor-button-like flowers appear at the end of cach stem. Truly a
plant for all scasons, it books as wonderful in spring as it does
mid-winter. This plant in many ways resembles another ough
perennial, Artemida Powis Castle,” but ['ve found it to be more
mannerly in growth habit and the foliage is much brighrer.

Plant “Colchester Whine' in full, hot sun — it will not seler-
ate shade. This a grear plant for the howest, driest part of your
garden. Once established, it is exceptionally drought-tolerant.
Soil must be well-drained, as this plant absolutely will not survive
in warerlogged conditions. In clay soils, add some expanded shale
1 help drainage and 1o raise the bed.

Afrer Howering, shear che plany back lightly ros keep it com-
pact. MNever prune this perennial o the ground — it will nos
resprout, Irs growth habir is more shrub-like than perennial, and
it des ot re-grow easily from odder wond,

Combine *Colchester Whire' wath pink, purple and whise-
fhowered perennials for an incredible summer display. The silvery
foliage aces like a mirmor o inrensify the soft, mured pascel shades
of other perennials, 1 especially like i mixed wich Saleia pertcl
fata " Purple Bain® and the pale pink flowers of bouncing bet soap-
wort {Sapomaris officinali, The growing requirements of chis
plant make it the perfect companion for perennial sabvias and
other tough, drought-resistant perennials. 1 also use it in con-
tainers during winter, mixed with light amure pansics and white
violas as a stand in for ormamenial kale,

Brighten up your garden this year with some Cemtanres
‘Colchester Whire”, Find ir in local nurserics as 1-gallon or langer
continer sipes, #

About the anthor: Jimmy Tirner is Divector of Harticuliare
Revearch ar sl Dallier Arbareium,
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Latin mame: Cenfourea YR Ar "Codchester White”
Common name: Duity miller "Codchester Winite
Flowers: Fink

Follage: Bright, shery-white, lacy follage

Mature helght: 3 feet tall by 4 feet wide
Hardiness: Codd-hardy to fone 7

Soll: Well-drained

Exposure: Full sun

Water usage: Low

Sources: Local retailers or mail-order
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