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Varieties

The latest colors, shapes and sizes in a proven performer

Jimmy Turner

aladiums? What could possibly
be new in this elassic plane? For
most gardencrs, the assumption

is caladiums come in only three colors
— red, pink or white. Well, I'm here
to spread the news that there is a whole
new world of caladiums coming to the
market! The grower Classic Caladiums
and the University of Florida have been
working overtime to breed new improve-

ments to this already proven performer
for Texas landscapes. We Texas gar-
deners now will have caladiums nor
only in deeper and brighter colors, but
alse in new colors, including coppery
orange. We can also look forward to
larger leaves, berer growth habit, |
and new leaf shapes. |

In the lass fow years, the Dallas
Arborerum Trial Program has rested
numerous new cultivars and re-tested
the old dassics to find the best varieries
for our climate, The good news is thar
every variety we tested performed well,
but there were 23 new cultivars that we
thought were exceptional.

Caladiums are wually grouped
into two types: fancy- and strap-
leaved. Fancy-leaved types are gener-
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Latin name: Caladium x hybrid
Common name: Caladium
Flowers: Mol showy
Mature height: Dependent on variety
Hardiness: Summer annual

Soll: Well-drained

Exposure: Shade to sun

Water usage: High

Sources: Local nurseries or mail order
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leaves mature, coloration becomes stron-
ger. Coloration was somewhat better in
the shade.

Red Ruffles — feaures leaves that are a
strong red with green border. Has a mound-
ingg habit.

Starburst — bright, rose-pink leaves
bordered with light green that are set off by
glowing white main veins. Will tke full sun
and reach 6 10 12 inches.

Sweetheart — the best pink strap leaf,
Bright pink centers with a green margin.
Sun-tolerant.

Victoria — has a highly ruffled margin
and deep rose color, and is a tssue culre
sport of the lance-leaved {strap) variety
Sweetheart. Can wake full sun in the
landscape, although it's happy in partial
shade. Reaches heights of 6 1o 12 inches.
Can be used in the foreground or as
border plant.

White Delight ~ amilar in size
and habit 1w the old standbys White
Wing or Jackic Suthers. Faster growing
than White Wing and whiter than either
White Wing or Jackic Suthers. Yery sun-
tolerant and therefore very useful in the
landscape.

White Ruffles - features white

ally larger plants with larger leaves and  veins. Can take full sun in the landscape  leaves with green-monded mangin. Great

generally prefer shadier conditions. Strap-
leaved types have thicker leaves on shorter

and reaches heights of 12 1o 18 inches.
leeberg ~ 8- to 16-inch plants with

planes that tolerare brighter o
Physically, you can tell the difference by
where the stem meets the leaf: fancy cala-
diums have a stem roward the center; strap
types have a stem thar meets the edge.

Bride - a medium-sized
variety with white leaves blushed with rose
pink, blushing darker as they age.

Candyland - an intermediare cultivar

Blushing

with pink spots and pink or whire main
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unique . This i g cul-
tivar has been one my personal favorites.
Duark green leaves splashed with chartreuse
and lime green, with a small touch of scar-
ler red ar the center. Incredible planted in
conainers.

M. Everest - a very large (18-inch)
variety with large leaves of white, bordered
in soft green with pink 1w red main veins,

a strap leaf that resem-
bles its candy namesake, with white leaves
striped and splashed with bright red. As

Peppe i
Peppermin

landscape variety. Good in full sun.

White Marble — a beauriful strap type
that can sand full sun. Closest varicties
wold be White Wing or Jackic Suthers, but
unlike either of the older varieties, White
Marble has polka-dots. In bright light, may
be pink. More upright than White Wing
and whiter than Jackie Suthers.

White Star — similar w0 White Wing
in size and habit, but much faster 1o sprout
and finish, and has wider leaves. Has a white
background with light-pink main veins and
dark-green border. Marure leaves may have a
few pink spots.
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one of my

¢ person-

al favorites. \ different leaf

any other com:

green, mottled margins are awesome planted

solid in containers for shady patios. [ alsa

lant in the landscape

variety can take

ting. Excellent landscape variery
ling. Excel lscay

a srong, sun-olerant
phane. Useful in bndscapes o bige containers
a fancy-leaved variery

ululu| for sun wlerance. Fast growing and

wll, i is perfect for landscape bedding and

large miners.
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University of Florida introduction. In

the landscape, it prefers partially sunny

since it sunburns in

to shady locatic

full sun. This is my favorite white fancy:

leaved caladium. Leaves are so

they look as if they were dusted w

ety Roscbud

problems the last few years. Rose Glow has

white main veins that contrase well with a

pink 1 rose background. In the | it

can ke full sun and reaches heights of I.‘. 0

18 inches.

large pink blotches on

background. Good landscipe v

v I you

like palic dots, this is a vanicry for you




Mdonlight

green. Owerlaid on this
are dark raspberry -
polka dots, swirls, and \pl.uhn ulmh

t up to 70 percent of the leaf. Ca
full sun in the lindscape and reaches heights
of more than 18 inches

Summer | similar to the familiar
Rosebud in color and performance, bur the
colors do not fade as much.

Twist and S

ul-.:- full sun in the landscape and reaches 2
heigh of 18 inches.

ur garden
the fancy- or strap-leaved vari-
or planted
en mase in shady arcas. T love mixing

this year.
eties planln.{ in shade conin

colors

new varictics at your local nursery, try shop-
ssic Caladiums online

Culture
Al caladiums are well suited to hot, humid summer climates and are easy to
grow as long as you lollow a lew guidelines:

When Do not plant the tubers until sofl temperatures are abave 65 degrees.
(As a rule of thumb, wait until after Mother's Day,) If you rush to plant your
caladiums, and the soil is cold and wet, the bulbs will only rot.

Placement All caladiums perform well in filtered sunlight to full shade,
although a few varieties will tolerate full sun if watered heavily, Pratect the
larger fancy-leaved varieties from high winds. When buying caladium tubers,
you'll discover they come in various sizes called “grades,” based on the diam-
eter of the tuber. They are categarized from largest to smallest — Mammoth,
|umbe, Ne, 1, and No. 2. In general, the larger the tuber, the bigger the plant
you will get. | like to use Mammoth bulbs to make extra-large statements in
containers. | use jumbo and No, 1 tubers for bedding designs.

Planting Plant the tubers 2 inches deep in well-drained soil that's been
amended with compast. Plant them “nght side up” — look lor the side with
“eyes” or growing points, Space 8 to 12 inches apan, depending on the
mature size of the variety,

Watering Caladiums are native to the rain forests of Latin America, which has
basically two seascns, warm and wet, or warm and dry, The most common
problem with caladiums is that duning the summer they fall over — a response
1o drying oul. Even a few days of wilting will trigger caladiums to start their
dormancy period, beginning with the leaves "laying over.” Once this happens,
nothing will start them growing again. Prevention is the only medicine for this
problem — never let them dry out. if in doubt, it's best to overwater. The maore
sunfight caladiurms are grown in, the higher the water requirements.

Fertilization There is a myth that fertilizing caladiums will tum the leaves
green. Actually, the opposite is true, Caladiums are heavy feeders and grow

much better with regular fertilization. | recommend a balanced, controlled-
release fertilizer to keep plants in active growth all summer.
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